
canberra
ExpEriEncE GuidE



introduction

Find more than you expect,  
and discover something 
different in Canberra.
unlock wide open spaces, explore a 
foodie wonderland and discover a nature-
filled city unlike any other, all within easy 
reach in Australia’s capital city.
Go for the iconic capital experiences, stay for the hidden 
gems and unexpected moments. Experience decadent fine 
dining, world-class art, breathtaking nature and family fun. 
Explore the surrounds for adventure and indulgence, with 
leisurely walks in nature parks and a thriving cool-climate 
wine region, all a short drive from the city. With snow play 
in winter and the Floriade festival in spring, anytime is the 
best time to visit canberra.

See our curated suggestions to ensure your clients  
discover more than they expect in Australia’s capital.



DID YOU KnOw?
•	 Canberra	is	Ngunnawal	country.	In	the	Ngunnawal	

language,	the	name	‘Canberra’	is	believed	to	mean		
‘meeting	place’.

•	 Nestled	conveniently	inland	between	Sydney	and	
Melbourne,	Australia’s	vibrant,	multicultural	capital	city	is	
home	to	around	432,000	people.

•	 More	than	half	of	the	Australian	Capital	Territory	is	made	up	
of	nature	reserves,	national	parkland	or	state	forest	making	
Canberra	a	nature	lover’s	paradise.	Canberra	is	often	
described	as	a	city	within	a	park	or	as	the	‘bush	capital’.

•	 As	Australia’s	capital,	Canberra	is	home	to	many	attractions	
that	hold	and	share	Australia’s	national	collections	and	
stories	so	it’s	a	great	place	to	gain	an	understanding	of	the	
nation	and	its	people.

•	 Canberra	is	home	to	award-winning	bars,	restaurants,	
chefs,	winemakers,	craft	breweries	and	baristas.

•	 Canberra	is	only	a	short	three-hour	drive	(or	40-minute	
flight)	from	Sydney	and	an	hour	flight	from	Melbourne.

•	 A	number	of	domestic	airlines	service	Canberra	including	
Qantas,	Virgin	Australia,	Rex	Airlines,	Jetstar,	Fly	Pelican	
and	Link	Airways.

•	 Most	of	Canberra’s	attractions	are	within	a	20-minute	drive	
of	the	city	centre.	With	no	tolls,	minimal	traffic	and	plenty	
of	parking,	Canberra	is	a	perfect	self-drive	destination.



Air cbr 
For memor able helicopter tour s , 
f ly with Air CB R for breathtaking 
tour s over the Br indabella Ranges , 
or a scenic f lig ht over Canber r a 
coupled with a deg us tation lunch .

tours operate: Daily with cus tom 
tour s on reques t

AuStrAliAn 
WAr MEMoriAl 
Bringing  together a world-class 
museum, a shrine and an extensive 
archive, the Australian War 
Memorial is a moving and insightful 
experience for both young and old.
open daily with free admission  
Guided tours available
Member of Cultural Attractions of Australia

cAnbErrA biKE tourS  
Explore the historical, political, 
ar tistic and cultural sites of 
Canberra on a guided bike tour  
(4– 5 hours).
tours operate: Daily on request

cAnbErrA 
GlASSWorKS 
Take a self-guided tour, experience 
glassmaking , and discover some 
of Canberra’s heritage at this 
contemporar y glass centre, the only 
one of its kind in Australia. 
tours operate: Wed–Sun

tourS And ExpEriEncES

bAlloon AloFt 
cAnbErrA 
With 30 years’ experience 
conducting balloon flights over 
Canberra, Balloon Aloft are among 
the leaders in commercial hot air 
ballooning.
Flights operate: Daily 

AuStrAliAn 
pArliAMEnt HouSE
See democracy in action at 
Australia’s iconic Parliament 
House high on Capital Hill. 

open daily with free admission  
Group guided tours available by 
pre-arrangement 

Member of Cultural Attractions of Australia



cAnbErrA  
WinEry tourS  
Choose a full-day or half-day tailor 
made tour for singles, couples or 
groups. You’ll be exper tly guided 
through wine tastings at three to 
five cellar doors and stop for lunch. 

tours operate: On request  

clASSic cApitAl 
GolF tourS
Sample the best of golf and regional 
food and wine with Classic Capital 
Golf Tours. 

tours operate: On request

cocKinGton GrEEn 
GArdEnS
Venture into this delightful and 
fascinating display of meticulously 
crafted miniature buildings set 
within beautifully-landscaped 
gardens. 

open daily

cubby And co  
Experience a unique and cosy night 
under the stars centred on all things 
local. Cubby and Co bell tents and 
tiny homes are nestled in the vines 
at Mount Majura Vineyard.

open daily 

cAnbErrA  
GuidEd tourS 
Small group, expert guided tours 
in and around Canberra to suit 
different interests, and can provide 
customised tours.

tours operate: Daily on request

cAnbErrA SEcrEtS 
pErSonAliSEd tourS
Canberra Secrets are personalised 
tours that provide you with a true 
local perspective of what makes 
this city tick.

tours operate: Daily on request 



dAvE’S tourS
Discover the breweries, distilleries, 
wineries, and pubs in Australia’s 
capital with Dave’s Tours. Half-day 
and full-day tours available.

tours operate: Wed–Sun 

dHAWurA tourS 
Join Dhawura Tours on a journey 
back in time to become a par t of 
‘The Dreaming ’ with an experienced 
Aboriginal guide. Half-day and full-
day tours available.

tours operate: Daily on request 

EAt cAnbErrA 
Food tourS 
Eat your way around (restaurant 
hop) and sample a range of food and 
drinks at some hot spots and hidden 
gems of Canberra.
tours operate: Saturdays 

GoboAt cAnbErrA 
Hire a self-drive, sustainable, 
electric picnic boat and enjoy 
exploring Canberra’s Lake Burley 
Grif fin and city centre from a 
dif ferent angle. Boat license not 
required. 
open daily

Gold crEEK 
AdvEnturE ticKEt
Tour the National Dinosaur 
Museum or take par t in a fun 
treasure hunt at Cockington Green 
Gardens’ miniature village. Feed 
birds from your hand at Canberra 
Walk-in Aviar y and see reptiles up 
close at the Canberra Reptile Zoo. 
open daily: Purchase a Gold Creek 
Adventure Ticket for discounted 
entr y to all four attractions.

HElicoptEr corp
Scenic helicopter tours, wine 
and dine packages as well as 
customisable tour packages, all 
showcasing Canberra and the 
region from the air. 

tours operate: Daily 

tourS And ExpEriEncES



MulliGAnS FlAt 
WoodlAnd 
SAnctuAry 
Mulligans Flat Woodland Sanctuary 
provides a safe haven for our native 
species to thrive. Take a journey into 
Mulligans Flat at night to experience the 
Australian bush as it was 100 years ago.
tours operate: Mon, Wed, Fri and Sat 

Mv SoutHErn croSS 
cruiSES  
Enjoy the ever changing views of 
Canberra’s famous landmarks and 
the beautiful shores of Lake Burley 
Grif fin from the MV Southern Cross.
tours operate: Daily

  

nAtionAl 
dinoSAur MuSEuM
The National Dinosaur Museum 
has one of the largest displays of 
dinosaurs and prehistoric life in 
Australia.
open daily

nAtionAl GAllEry  
oF AuStrAliA
Delight in the ar t and world-class 
exhibitions on show at the galler y, 
on the shores of Canberra’s 
Lake Burley Grif fin.
open daily with free admission 
Guided tours available
Member of Cultural Attractions of Australia

nAtionAl MuSEuM 
oF AuStrAliA 
Australia’s stories come alive at 
the National Museum of Australia, 
on the shores of Canberra’s 
Lake Burley Grif fin. 
open daily with free admission 
Guided tours available
Member of Cultural Attractions of Australia

nAtionAl Zoo 
& AQuAriuM  
Get up close and personal with 
some of the world’s most amazing 
creatures and Australian wildlife. 
Pat a cheetah, feed a bear or 
become acquainted with a meerkat! 
open daily



nGAlA tourS  
Join an Indigenous guide for a  
Walk on Countr y to discover 
cultural and scenic sites within the 
National Arboretum Canberra.

tours operate: Wed-Sun

piAlliGo EStAtE
Take a tour of Pialligo Es tate ’s 
wor king f ar m , veg gie g ardens , 
olive g rove, and viney ard and 
follow the food jour ney from  
f ar m to table.

Farm tours operate: On request 

royAl 
AuStrAliAn Mint 
Visit the Royal Australian Mint 
to learn the stories behind ever y 
Australian coin.
open daily with free admission 
Guided tours available

SHE SHApES HiStory
Guided tour through the National 
Triangle to unear th the stories 
of friendship, sur vival, creativity, 
rebellion and love that shaped 
Australia.
tours operate: Saturdays with 
custom tours on request

vAn du vin 
Enjoy a rela xing day out 
discovering beautiful cool climate 
wines from Canberra’s best 
boutique wineries. Half-day and 
full-day tours available.
tours operate: Daily

vAllEy liMouSinES
Luxur y chauf feured limousine 
tours of Canberra and the 
surrounding wine region. Sit back, 
rela x and enjoy the ride from your 
own private limousine.
tours operate: On request

tourS And ExpEriEncES



EnliGHtEn FEStivAl 
See Canberra in a dif ferent light 
during autumn as the city ’s national 
attractions open their doors after-
dark to host an array of exclusive 
events and surprising experiences.
When: March 

cAnbErrA bAlloon 
SpEctAculAr
Held over nine days each autumn, 
the Canberra Balloon Spectacular 
sees dozens of hot air balloons take 
to the skies against the picturesque 
backdrop of our national 
attractions. 
When: March

AnZAc dAy At 
tHE WAr MEMoriAl
Take par t in the national Anzac 
Day ceremony or experience the 
Dawn Ser vice, a moving tribute 
commemorating those who have 
ser ved and died in war.
When: 25 April

cAnbErrA 
truFFlE FEStivAl 
The Truf fle Festival — 
Canberra Region is the ultimate 
foodie festival. Each year 
during winter, exclusive events are 
held across the region highlighting 
the rare Black Winter Truf fle.
When: June–Aug

FloriAdE 
Each September Floriade 
celebrates the return of spring 
with one million blooms and a 
30 -day program of enter tainment 
and festivity showcasing the best 
in hor ticulture, landscaping and 
design.
When: Sept– Oct 

FloriAdE niGHtFESt 
Commonwealth Park comes to life 
after dark for Floriade NightFest 
— a magical evening event 
featuring spectacular lighting , live 
music, comedy,night markets and 
roving enter tainment.
When: Over four nights 
during Floriade 

EvEntS



AbodE 
MurruMbAtEMAn 
rating: 4 Star
total rooms: 50 guest rooms
location: Murrumbateman
close to: Cellar doors, 
Murrumbateman Village Centre

A by AdinA 
rating: 4 .5 Star
total rooms: 130 guest rooms
location: Canberra CBD
close to: Canberra Centre, 
Canberra Theatre Centre

AvEnuE HotEl 
cAnbErrA
rating: 5 Star
total rooms: 213 guest rooms 
and apar tments
location: Braddon
close to: Bars, restaurants, 
shopping , city centre, 
Canberra Theatre

burbury HotEl 
& ApArtMEntS
rating: 4 .5 Star
total rooms: 152 guest rooms and 
apar tments 
location: Bar ton 
close to: Parliament House, 
National Galler y of Australia, Lake 
Burley Grif fin, city centre 

cAnbErrA rEx HotEl
rating: 4 .5 Star
total rooms: 146 guest rooms and 
apar tments 
location: Braddon 
close to: Bars, restaurants, 
shopping , city centre, Canberra 
Theatre

croWnE plAZA 
cAnbErrA 
rating: 4 .5 Star
total rooms: 240 guest rooms
location: Canberra CBD 
close to: Bars, restaurants, 
Casino Canberra, shopping , 
Lake Burley Grif fin, 
National Museum of Australia 

HotElSHotElS



EASt HotEl 
rating: 4 .5 Star
total rooms: 140 guest rooms  
and apar tments
location: Kingston
close to: Kingston Foreshore, 
Manuka, cafés, restaurants, 
Parliament House, National Galler y 
of Australia 

ForrESt HotEl 
& ApArtMEntS 
rating: 3 .5 Star
total rooms: 114 guest rooms 
and apar tments 
location: Forrest 
close to: Parliament House, 
Manuka, Shopping , National Galler y 
of Australia, Old Bus Depot Markets

HotEl rEAlM
rating: 5 Star
total rooms: 163 guest rooms
location: Bar ton 
close to: Parliament House, 
National Galler y of Australia,  
Lake Burley Grif fin, city centre

HyAtt HotEl 
cAnbErrA
rating: 5 Star
total rooms: 252 guest rooms  
and suites
location: Yarralumla
close to: Parliament House, Lake 
Burley Grif fin, National Galler y of 
Australia, Questacon

JAMAlA  
WildliFE lodGE 
rating: 5 Star
total rooms: 18 guest rooms 
location: Yarralumla 
close to: National Zoo & 
Aquarium, National Arboretum 
Canberra, Lake Burley Grif fin

littlE nAtionAl 
HotEl 
rating: 4 Star
total rooms: 120 guest rooms
location: Bar ton 
close to: Parliament House, 
National Galler y of Australia,  
Lake Burley Grif fin, city centre 



MAntrA  
MAcArtHur HotEl 
rating: 4 Star
total rooms: 176 guest rooms 
location: Turner 
close to: Braddon, Dickson, bars, 
restaurants, Australian War 
Memorial 

MErcurE 
cAnbErrA 
rating: 3 .5 Star
total rooms: 129 guest rooms
location: Braddon 
close to: Mount Ainslie lookout, 
Australian War Memorial, 
Braddon, restaurants, bars 

MidniGHt HotEl
rating: 5 Star
total rooms: 199 guest rooms
location: Braddon
close to: Bars, restaurants,  
shopping , city centre 

novotEl cAnbErrA
rating: 4 .5 Star
total rooms: 286 guest rooms
location: Canberra CBD
close to: Bars, restaurants,  
Lake Burley Grif fin, 
Canberra Theatre, Questacon

ovolo niSHi 
rating: 5 Star
total rooms: 68 guest rooms
location: NewActon
close to: Bars, restaurants, city 
centre, Lake Burley Grif fin, National 
Museum of Australia

pAvilion on 
nortHbournE
rating: 4 .5 Star
total rooms: 156 guest rooms
location: Dickson
close to: Bars, restaurants, 
Braddon precinct, city centre

HotElSHotElS



pEppErS GAllEry 
HotEl 
rating: 4 .5 Star
total rooms: 85 guest rooms and 
apar tments 
location: NewActon 
close to: Bars, restaurants, city 
centre, Lake Burley Grif fin, National 
Museum of Australia 

Qt cAnbErrA
rating: 4 .5 Star
total rooms: 205 guest rooms
location: NewActon
close to: Bars, restaurants, city 
centre, Lake Burley Grif fin, National 
Museum of Australia

rAMAdA diploMAt 
HotEl 
rating: 4 Star
total rooms: 130 guest rooms
location: Grif fith 
close to: Manuka and 
Kingston, cafés, restaurants, 
Canberra Railway Station, 
Parliament House

rydGES cApitAl Hill
rating: 4 Star
total rooms: 186 guest rooms
location: Forrest
close to: Parliament House, 
Manuka, shopping , 
National Galler y of Australia, 
Old Bus Depot Markets

tHE SEbEl  
cAnbErrA civic 
rating: 3 .5 Star
total rooms: 14 4 guest rooms
location: Canberra CBD 
close to: Canberra Theatre, bars, 
restaurants, shopping

vibE HotEl 
cAnbErrA Airport 
rating: 4 .5 Star
total rooms: 191 guest rooms
location: Canberra Airpor t 
close to: Pialligo Estate, 
Mount Majura Winer y, 
The Truf fle Farm, city centre







Sarah Staruszkiewicz
director, 

international and partnerships

Email: sarah staruszkiewicz@act.gov.au
Tel: +61 (0) 2 6205 0506

Mob: +61 468 590 297

Laura Raine
Assistant director,

partnerships and distribution

Email: laura.raine@act.gov.au
Tel: +61 (0) 2 6207 6626

Mob: +61 421 746 868

LookINg	FoR	MoRe	INFoRMATIoN	
AbouT	CANbeRRA?	

There are	a	number	of	resources	to	assist	you.	

Canberra’s destination website is visitcanberra.com.au.  
The website provides information on things to see and do in Canberra  

as well as an online booking facilit y. 

For trade related information such as brochures, images, itineraries and maps, 
please visit our Trade Hub, trade.visitcanberra.com.au.

key	CoNTACTS

Alison Beer
partnerships and distribution officer

Email: alison.beer@act.gov.au
Tel: +61 (0) 2 6205 0363

Genevieve Hofman
partnerships Events officer

Email: genevieve.hofman@act.gov.au
Tel: +61 (0)2 6207 6609 

Jacqueline Lee
business development Manager  

Singapore, Malaysia & india

Email: jacqueline.lee@act.gov.au
Tel: +65 6351 6342

Mobile: +65 9748 8300

http://visitcanberra.com.au
mailto:nicole.turnbull@act.gov.au
mailto:nicole.turnbull@act.gov.au

